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QUALITIES OF COLOR
Color has three qualities, hue, value, and intensity (or chroma),
that can be measured with considerable exactness. These three
are as distinct from one another as the timbre, the position in
the octave, and the volume of a musical note.
Hue. The term hue needs little explanation beyond the state-
ment that it indicates the name of a color and is practically
synonymous with the word color itself. The color names used
most are those of the spectrum colors. In addition to these some
colors of dyes and paints are named for the materials out of which
they are made, such as yellow ocher, terre-verte, madder, cobalt,
indigo, cochineal red, chrome, and gamboge. Popular color
names that are in no sense scientific, such as the names of fruits or
gems, are nevertheless useful in describing colors.
Value. Value refers to the amount of light or dark in colors,
regardless of hue. The lightest value is white and the darkest is
black, but there are as many degrees between them as you choose
to consider. In painting a value scale of a color, the normal or
spectrum color may be placed at the center of an upright scale.
White is added to make the tints which are lighter than the nor-
mal value, and black is added to make the shades which are below
normal value. Water is mixed with water color paints to make
tints. Of the spectrum colors, normal yellow has the lightest and
normal purple the darkest value. Color values can be compared
best by squinting at them, as nearly closing the eyes helps to shut
out color and emphasize value. Tints are sometimes called high
values and shades are called low values.
Intensity (or Chroma). Intensity refers to the brightness or
dullness of colors. Most colors used in home decoration are some-
what neutralized or dulled. In painting color schemes there are
several methods of neutralizing an intense color. The best way
is to add its complementary color to it; however, black may be
added, or any opposite color or colors. Complementary colors
completely neutralize each other when properly mixed. Colors
are sometimes described as one-fourth, one-half, or three-fourths
neutralized. The popular term for light colors that have been re-
duced in intensity is soft colors. All grayed colors are called tones.

